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In a recent interview with the Agence France-Presse, Gabriel Ojeda, director of the private
PROFAMILIA family planning institute, said the majority of married Colombian women suffer
mistreatment and/or physical assault at the hands of husbands and live-in (or occasional) partners.
Ojeda was referring to a survey of 8,615 households conducted by PROFAMILIA. Only 3% of women
of child-bearing age included in the survey were illiterate. Of the total, 60% had completed 12 years
or more of formal education. Colombia's fertility rate is 2.9 per woman of child-bearing age, one of
the lowest in Latin America. Survey results indicate that 65% of Colombian women in marriage-type
relationships with men are subjected to emotional and mental abuse, beaten, or raped. Of the total
sample, said Ojeda, about a third admitted to emotional abuse and insults, a fifth to beatings, and
a tenth to forced sex. Young women (17 to 25 years of age) were the most likely to suffer emotional
and mental abuse. Women subjected to this form of abuse said husbands or partners criticized
their housekeeping (10%), child-rearing practices (12%), interaction with family members (9%),
working outside the home (7%), sexual capabilities (6%), and intellectual ability (5%). Respondents
who admitted to battering said their men were most likely to beat them when drunk (40%), or "in
a bad mood" (30%). These women also mentioned accusations of infidelity (12%), failure to meet
obligations (6%), problems with family members (5%), and mistreatment of children (3%). Ojeda
said 12% of respondents victimized by physical assault were beaten for the first time within the first
year of marriage, or establishing the relationship with male partners. Of the total who admitted
beatings, 51% said they were passive in response to assault by husbands. Of the remaining 49%,
60% said they had not sought legal recourse, and only 11% indicated they had gone to the police.
Legal proceedings against husbands or partners were not considered an option for the following
reasons: lack of awareness that assault by a spouse is a crime; hope and belief the abuser's behavior
would not be repeated; and, fear of more serious reprisal. Of the women with children who suffer
beatings, 70% said their children had witnessed such episodes. Ojeda stated that 47% of these
women believe their children have suffered psychological trauma and 24% say the experience has
caused "aggressive attitudes." Study results indicated that 2% of the children who have witnessed
beatings of mothers have run away from or are drug abusers. Next, 32% of respondents admitted to
beating (physical punishment) their children. A total of 76% of women separated from spouses and
partners included in the survey said they had suffered emotional and mental abuse (52%), beatings
(36%), rape (16%), or some combination of the above. Ojeda said domestic violence is more common
in the urban milieu than in rural areas. Finally, Ojeda pointed out that women who were married in
the church were more likely to suffer from beatings and rape by spouses than counterparts married
outside the church. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 12/12/91)
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